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    FRANT PARISH COUNCIL 
THE MINUTES OF A MEETING TO DISCUSS PLANNING MATTERS 

HELD AT FRANT MEMORIAL HALL, FRANT 
      ON MONDAY 3RD DECEMBER 2018 AT 7:30PM 

 
Present:  Cllr Rutherford (Chair) 
  Cllrs Wallis, Park, Howell, Crookshank 

Mrs. R. Karim - Clerk 
7 members of the public 
 

1. To receive apologies 

Apologies were received from Cllrs Macdonald-Brown and Rowland. Apologies were accepted. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest 
Cllr Howell noted her position as Chair of Planning Committee North, Wealden DC in relation to application 
WD/2018/2281/MAO. 
 
3. Public forum 
The members of the public introduced themselves and,  in relation to application WD/2018/2281/MAO 
(Land at Hawkenbury Road, Bells Yew Green), raised a number of points, summarised as follows: 

• Concerns about how surface water run-off and foul water will be provisioned for; 

• Over-development of the site  / density; 

• Concerns about the dangerous access onto this already over-burdened ‘C’ class road and 
surrounding road network; 

• Pressure on the village in terms of parking; 

• Lack of infrastructure to support 18 no. additional dwellings; and 

• Impact on the AONB. 
 

Cllr Rutherford thanked them for their contribution and suggested that they write directly to Wealden DC 
with their representations. 
 
Cllr Howell said she was opposed to the proposal, particularly in terms of the impact on the AONB, and she 
noted that the site is not allocated in the Local Plan and therefore contrary to emerging policy.  She said it 
was important to resist moving inadvertently toward a developer-led system. Cllr Crookshank reiterated 
concerns about the pressure the development would impose on the surrounding road network, which he 
noted is already experiencing serious and dangerous problems because of the numbers and types of 
vehicles using it.  Cllrs Park and Wallis agreed.   
  
Cllr Rutherford noted that Bells Yew Green had an allocation of less than 20 houses across the Plan period 
and that Wealden DC anticipated that these should come forward in small groups of 2 – 3 houses at a time.  
He also noted that the Planning Statement submitted with the application was disingenuous where it 
suggested that the Parish Council had previously expressed support in principle for the development, when 
the applicants had presented their plans informally.  Cllr Rutherford said that this was not the case and that 
he had told the applicants expressly at the time that the Parish Council was not in a position to give an 
opinion at that stage. He also said he had reviewed the Minutes and there was no record of any support in 
principle having been given.   
 
In agreeing to bring forward this application under item 4, councillors agreed to object to the proposal on 
the grounds outlined in summary above. 
 
(6 members of the public left the meeting) 
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4. To consider licence and planning applications received and make recommendations 

• WD/2018/2454/LDE – Browgate Cottage, Mayfield Road, Frant, TN3 9HS 
Certificate of Lawful Use application for existing development of a vehicular access. 
 
Councillors discussed this application and it was agreed that the access had not been in situ 
historically and was dangerous. It was agreed that, within the collective memory of the Parish 
Council, there had never been an access in this location and that a wall had had to be taken down 
to accommodate the drive. It was agreed to write to Wealden DC, expressing these views. 
 

• WD/2018/2336/F – The Hollies, Eridge Road, Eridge Green, TN3 9JU 
Part retrospective application for erection of a replacement garage with log store and mower store. 
 
No objection, provided the proposed is on the same footprint as the previous and that external 
lighting is restricted via condition. 
 

• WD/2018/2361/F – The Oast House, 3 Nobles Wood, Bells Yew Green, TN3 9EA 
Installation of  garage door  to existing garage building. 
 
No objection. 
 

5. To note applications determined by Wealden District Council: 

• WD/2018/1850/F – The Gate House, The Green, Frant, TN3 9DN 
 Proposed loft conversion. 
 Approved on 7th November 2018. 
 
 Noted. 
 

• WD/2018/1999/F – Murree, Church Lane, Frant, TN3 9DX 
Proposed garden annexe  to provide accommodation ancillary to the main house. 
Refused on 9th November 2018. 

 
Noted. 
 

• WD/2018/1726/F – Murree, Church Lane, Frant, TN3 9DX 
Variation of condition 4 of WD/2018/2692/F (new porch, new two-storey side extension, single-
storey rear extension, removal of conservatory, widen existing access and enlarge gravel drive, 
change gates. 
Approved on 19th November 2018. 
 
Noted. 
 

• WD/2018/1920/LB – Tollgate, The Green, Frant, TN3 9DS 
Replace gas fire coal effect fireplace and surround with a multi-fuel cast iron stove and reclaimed 
cast iron surround and mantle shelf. 
Approved on 19th November 2018. 
 
Noted. 
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• WD/2018/2029/F – Yew Tree Cottage, Middle Road, Bells Yew Green, TN3 9BA 
External alterations to existing garage to facilitate the conversion  of the building  to annexe 
accommodation.  
Approved on 22nd November 2018. 
 
Noted. 
 

6. To review the outcomes of the internal and external audits for the year ending 31st March 2018. 
The Clerk tabled the reports from both the internal and external auditors for the financial year 2017/18. 
These were reviewed by councillors and duly noted. 
 
At this point in the meeting, a member of the public arrived to discuss application WD/2018/2281/MAO. He 
expressed his objection to the proposal and Cllr Rutherford summarised the grounds on which the Parish 
Council intended to object. 
 
(The member of the public left the meeting) 
 
7. To consider a quote in relation to play equipment in Frant. 
The Clerk said that in light of the RoSPA report relating to the large swing seats in the green in Frant, she 
had contacted Playdale to discuss replacement (under guarantee) of parts of the frame. Playdale were 
proposing a non-refundable charge for a site visit to determine what work was necessary.  Councillors 
agreed that this had to be done and therefore approved the payment. 
 
8. To approve accounts payable. 
The accounts to be paid were approved. 
 
Cllr Rutherford said there was a small charge outstanding for inserting his written tribute to the fallen in the 
Parish to commemorate Remembrance Sunday into the recent copies of Parish News. Councillors agreed 
that the Parish Council should pay for this.  Councillors conveyed their thanks to Cllr Rutherford for the 
historical research he had carried out, noting that the result was very fitting and moving. 
 
Cllrs Rutherford and Howell updated councillors about their recent meeting, in their capacities as District 
Councillors, with potential developers for a development of luxury retirement accommodation in the 
Parish.  Cllr Rutherford said the developers were considering submitting an outline application in early 
2019. 
 
 
 
 
There being no other business, the meeting ended at 8.50pm. 
 
 
 
 


