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          FRANT PARISH COUNCIL 
 

THE MINUTES OF A MEETING OF FRANT PARISH COUNCIL  
HELD AT FRANT MEMORIAL HALL, FRANT 

ON WEDNESDAY 13th DECEMEBER 2017 AT 7.30PM 
 

Present:   Cllr Rutherford  (Chair) 
Cllrs Mrs Best, Mrs Howell, Mrs Wallis, Mrs Hutchings, MacDonald-Brown, Stevens, Rowland 
 

    Mrs R. Karim  Clerk 
    Mr. Stuart Crookshank 

 
1.   To receive apologies. 
Apologies were received from County Councillor Standley. 
 

2.  To receive declarations of interest on items on the agenda. 
None. 
 
3.  To approve the Minutes of the Full Council Meeting on 22 November 2017. 
The Minutes of the meeting were approved as a true and accurate record. 
 
4.  To determine matters arising from the previous Minutes for updating and noting. 
4.1  It was agreed that the Clerk would liaise with Frant Cricket Club about providing additional netting. Cllr 
Stevens will draft an agreement between the Club and the Parish Council. Carried forward to spring of 2018.         
4.2  It was agreed that Cllr Rutherford would meet with Mr. MacGregor-Gould to identify a location for the 
circular bench.                                                                            Action: WR 
4.3  Cllr Wallis said she had been unable to establish the ownership of the strip of land between Yew Tree Cottage 
and Cricketers Close in Bells Yew Green. Cllr Rutherford suggested it could be Highways land or owned by the Parish 
Council.  Clerk to investigate.                   Action: Clerk 
4.4  Cllr Rutherford confirmed that the letter to the landowner (via the agent) about the possibility of forming a 
green in Eridge has been sent but no response has been received, as yet. 
4.5  The Clerk said she had sought three quotes for renewing the path across the green in Frant but had not yet 
had any response.  Carried forward.                    
4.6  The Clerk said she had received confirmation that it was satisfactory for the Parish Council to have considered 
only two quotes for the contract to maintain the green spaces in the parish (four quotes had been sought, but only 
two had submitted a tender).  She confirmed that she had written to Orchard Landscapes to confirm their 
appointment. 
4.7  The Clerk said she had received a quote from Mr. Hanna for the installation of parking posts in Bells Yew 
Green.  Cllr MacDonald-Brown asked that he is notified of the date that the work is to be carried out so that he can 
be in attendance.                      Action: Clerk 
4.8  After some research, Cllr Wallis said that a new dog bin could be installed next to a post adjacent to the gate 
to the cricket club in Bells Yew Green.  It was agreed that Cllr Wallis would speak with the Cricket Club about the 
ownership of this particular parcel of land and also whether they would be willing to contribute funds for a new bin. 
                          Action: SW 
4.9  The Clerk said she was waiting to hear from the play equipment company about the proposed surfacing 
underneath the see-saw.                    Action: Clerk 
4.10 The Clerk confirmed that TreeWork had re-assessed the two trees at the village hall in Bells Yew Green on 
12th December and she was waiting to hear the outcome. 
4.11 The Clerk said she had spoken with the firm of solicitors who dispense the Henry Smith charity funds about 
how the Parish Council are permitted to distribute these funds.  They confirmed that there were no restrictions about 
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how to use the funds nor any obligation to utilise the funds within a certain timeframe; they can be rolled over into 
future financial years. It was agreed that councillors would convene next year to discuss ways in which the funds 
could be best used. 
    
5.  Public Forum. 
Mr. Crookshank addressed the councillors and, referring to the proposed parking posts for Bells Yews Green, said 
there would potentially be some local resistance to their installation. He noted particularly that both the Brecknock 
Arms and the Cricket Club relied on these parking spaces being available for their patrons when they put on events, 
such as beer festivals, and during the cricket season.  He also noted that it was likely that the posts might be damaged 
or knocked over by passing HGVs, tractors and so on, requiring repair or replacement, in turn placing an ongoing 
financial commitment on the Parish Council. 
 
Cllr Wallis opined whether it would be deemed as inconsistent on the part of the Parish Council if, as an alternative to 
installing posts, the Council restricted parking as a general rule, but allowed people to park when an event was being 
held in the village. 
 
Cllr Rutherford noted these comments and pointed out that there are competing views, with some local residents, 
particularly those in Rushlye Close, being in favour of the posts, with local businesses preferring the current 
arrangement of unrestricted parking. 
 
It was agreed that the installation of the posts would be delayed and that the Clerk would write to both the Cricket 
Club and the Brecknock Arms to ask for their views.                     Action: Clerk 
 
6.  Reports from County and District Councillors. 
County 
There was no report in Cllr Standley’s absence.  
 
District 
Cllr Howell raised the following: 

• The Boundary Commission is in consultation about new constituency proposals. If Parliament approves these 
changes, the parish will fall under the newly-formed Tunbridge Wells and Crowborough constituency;  

• A number of adult education courses are currently being run and details can be found on the District Council’s 
website; and 

• The Get Home Safe at Christmas campaign is ongoing, encouraging people to take precautions during the 
festive season, particularly by ensuring they only hire registered taxis. 
 

Cllr Rutherford raised the following: 

• Cabinet has discussed the option of charging for on-street parking in Wealden, in light of the recent 
decriminalisation of errant parking, with provisioning for officers to enforce the new regime. It was noted 
that there were currently parking restrictions outside both the village shops and at the railway station. 

 
7. To consider the co-option of a local parishioner to councillor. 
Mr. Crookshank gave a brief summary of his experience, notably that he previously served for 15 years on the Parish 
Council, 10 as Chairman. He said he is currently a Water Bailiff and that he has lived in Bells Yew Green for some 25 
years. 
 
Cllr Rutherford thanked Mr. Crookshank for his interest in re-joining the Parish Council and said he was happy to 
propose that Mr. Crookshank be co-opted onto the Council as a councillor for the Bells Yew Green ward. Cllr Rowland 
seconded the proposal. It was put to a vote and it was resolved unanimously to co-opt Mr. Crookshank onto the 
Council. 
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8.  To discuss the proposed development at Spratsbrook.   
Cllr Best gave a brief outline of the proposals for new housing, noting that Dandara was currently promoting 176 
acres in this location. There was general discussion around the various constraints of the site, including the AONB, 
Green Belt, SSSI, proximity to the Ashdown Forest and so on, thus posing considerable hurdles to developing the site.  
Cllr Rutherford noted that in response to the previous call for sites by Wealden District Council, Dandara had 
submitted a ‘SHELAA’ (Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment). After consideration of the sites 
submitted, the District Council did not include the 176-acre site as a development site in its draft Local Plan.  
 
Cllr Rutherford said that Dandara had appeared to pitch the proposals more aggressively to Tunbridge Wells Borough 
Council as most of the site is within the Borough Council’s boundary.  Cllr Howell noted that the District Council has a 
duty to cooperate with Tunbridge Wells Borough Council in that if the Borough Council cannot meet it housing 
requirements from its available land stock, Wealden may need to take some overspill, subject to the usual planning 
process. 
 
Cllr MacDonald-Brown highlighted the many potential infrastructure issues with developing the site, not least 
ensuring safe access onto the A26.   
 
It was agreed that the Parish Council would write to Wealden District Council and Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
setting out its position.  In addition, it was agreed that Cllr Rutherford would raise the issue with neighbouring 
Withyam Parish Council.                           Action: Clerk/WR 
 
9.1  To approve enrolment of the Parish Council into the Local Government Pension Scheme. 
The Clerk tabled a list of Parish Councils within Wealden who are currently enrolled with this Scheme through East 
Sussex County Council. She explained that, as a result of her increase in working hours, she was now considered to be 
an ‘Eligible Worker’ and that the Parish Council was obliged to set her up with a pension scheme, from which she 
could choose to opt out of.  The Clerk indicated that she would opt in.  The Clerk also noted that the Council had to 
determine whether the Scheme would be specific to the current Clerk or, instead, to the general position of Clerk & 
RFO, meaning that any future Clerks would fall under the Scheme automatically, providing they met the criteria. It 
was agreed that this particular issue would be decided at the next meeting but, for now, it was resolved that the 
Parish Council would enrol into the Scheme. 
 
9.2  To consider the projected budget and proposed precept.  
The Clerk tabled a proposed, 3-year forecasted budget alongside the current budget and projected year-end figures 
for 2017/18.  The Clerk noted that Parish Councils currently remain uncapped in terms of the amount of precept they 
can request.   
 
Cllr Stevens opined that the budget for the Neighbourhood Plan process ought to be increased to ensure adequate 
funds were available.  Cllr Rutherford said that a low-cost survey of local residents would be undertaken by the Parish 
Council in the new year. He also noted that Kember Loudon Williams had offered to act, pro bono, as a ‘critical friend’ 
during the process, helping to keep costs down. 
 
Cllr Crookshank noted that the current reserves are worth more than one year of precept funds and that this should 
inform the level of precept that is requested next year.  
 
It was generally acknowledged that the duties on Parish Councils would inevitably increase as more services were 
devolved to them by the district (and other) councils. It was agreed that the Parish Council should be mindful of this 
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when considering the 3-year forecast and its precept for the next financial year.  The Clerk further noted that as 
certain fixed costs had been increased, including the Clerk’s salary and pension commitments (by some 7%), the 
budget and the precept should allow for these, rather than relying on reserves as the funding source.   
Cllr Rutherford said these were legitimate costs, as he considered the Parish Council had been under-clerked in 
previous years. Cllr Stevens noted that costs and inflation would likely continue to rise and that the Parish Council 
must be mindful of not funding any increases through the reserves. The Clerk noted that, as the population of the 
parish increased through additional housing development, there would be further demands on the Council. 
 
Various suggestions for what level the precept should be set at were mooted. After some discussion, it was resolved 
unanimously by a show of hands to increase the precept by the same amount as Wealden District Council for each 
Band D equivalent property.   
 
9.3  To approve the accounts payable. 
Cllr Rutherford enquired whether The George had indeed bought lights for the Frant Christmas Fair (a donation of 
£200 by the Parish Council had been agreed to buy the lights).  It was agreed that this cheque would be withheld until 
the Clerk had spoken to The George to clarify their spend.             Action: Clerk 
 
The rest of the accounts to be paid were approved.  
 
9.4  To approve the end of year bank reconciliation. 
The bank reconciliation was approved. 
 
10.  Safety in the Parish (MR) 
Cllr Rowland agreed to ensure that all councillors and the Clerk were on the list to receive email updates from 
Neighbourhood Watch.                         Action: MR 
 
Cllr Rowland noted that fraud was an ongoing issue affecting Wealden parishes. He noted that the agricultural 
community were expecting their CEP payments this month, potentially providing further opportunities for fraud. 
 
Cllr Rutherford said there was also an ongoing issue with shed break-ins.   
 
11.  Highways and Lighting (SH) 
11.1 To consider the quote for the repair of bus shelters. 
The Clerk tabled a quote from Mr. MacGregor-Gould for various repairs to the bus shelters within the Parish, notably 
to address rot and leaks caused by water ingress. The councillors also agreed a second quote for maintenance works 
(e.g. staining) to the shelters. It was agreed that it would be prudent to have the repairs and maintenance work 
carried out, given the poor winter weather.  The quote was approved. 
 
Cllr MacDonald-Brown noted that a brick drainage chamber on the edge of the green in Bells Yew Green had been 
damaged and that he had notified Highways. 
 
12.  Communications  
None. 
 
13.  Planning (GB) 
13.1 To consider and comment on the following planning and licensing applications: 

• WD/2017/2375/F – Court Lodge, Bayham Road, Bells Yew Green, TN3 9BJ 
Change of use and extension of disused barn to form single dwelling and change of use of land from 
agricultural to residential. Alterations to previously approved applications. WD/2015/2774/F and 
WD/2016/2394/F.   



Page 5 of 6 
Signed...............................  Date................... 

 
After some discussion, it was agreed not to raise any objection to this application. 
 
 

• Variation of WK/201711490  - Eridge Events Pony/Furnace/Old Park, Eridge Park, TN3 9JS 
To add the sale of alcohol to the existing licence. 

• Variation WK/201711476 for Main/Lake Site at Eridge Park, TN3 9JS 

To add the sale of alcohol to the existing licence. 
 
  It was agreed to support both applications to vary existing licences as neither appeared to seek an increase in 
  the scope of the operations/events. 
 
14.  Chairman’s announcements & correspondence for noting. 
Cllr Stevens raised the recent request from Wealden District Council to furnish them with more information about the 
Parish Council’s proposal to alter the parish boundary in Eridge.  It was agreed that the Clerk would seek clarification 
about the level of information needed and also which party was responsible for consulting on this issue. It was also 
agreed that the Clerk would forward a copy of the original proposals to Cllr Crookshank.            Action: Clerk 
 
15.  Correspondence. 
The Clerk tabled a request from Mr Parker on behalf of the Village Hall Committee in Bells Yew Green for information 
about the Trustees of the Hall. Cllr Crookshank said that the Bells Yew Green ward councillors served as Trustees of 
the Hall. He noted that this information would be on the Charity Commission’s website. Cllr Wallis agreed to look in 
to this while the Clerk would look through the Council’s paper records.        Action: SW/Clerk 
 
Cllr Stevens offered to speak with Mr. C. Hall about any historical information he may have.               Action: MS 
 
16.  Urgent issues at the discretion of the Chairman for noting or inclusion on future agenda. 
Cllr Stevens asked the Council whether it would consider introducing a rolling agenda item in the new year. He 
referred to this as ‘horizon scanning’ and it would allow for councillors to bring forward any issues, short or long 
term, that he or she felt the Council ought to be keeping an eye on over time.  It was agreed that this was a good idea 
and that the new item would be on the next Full Council Meeting agenda. 
 
 
 
There being no other business, the meeting ended at 9.25pm. 
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Action Points 

Cllr Rutherford to meet with Mr. McGregor-Gould to discuss where the circular bench could be 
located. 

WR 

Clerk to investigate the ownership of the strip of land between Yew Tree Cottage and Cricketers Close 
in BYG. 

Clerk 

Clerk to consult the Brecknock Arms and Cricket Club in BYG about the proposals to install parking 
posts. 

Clerk 

Clerk to chase contractors for the quotes for renewing the path across Frant green. Clerk 

Carried forward in Cllr Standley’s absence. Cllr Standley to look into the issues of road safety/speed 
limits on the BYG Road. 

BS 

Cllr Rowland to update mailing list for Neighbourhood Watch emails. MR 

Cllr Wallis to consult with the Cricket Club in BYG about a new dog bin. SW 

Clerk to get further information about proposed surfacing for the area around the see-saw. Clerk 

Clerk to write to TWBC and WDC re: the SHELAA at Spratsbrook. WR to raise it with Withyam PC. Clerk/WR 

All councillors to give consideration as to how the Parish Council can best mark the Centenary of 
WW1. Carried forward. 

All Cllrs 

Clerk to speak with The George re the donation for the Frant Xmas Fair lights. Clerk 

Clerk to liaise with WDC about extra information required to support the proposal to alter the 
boundary. Clerk to forward original proposal documents to Cllr Crookshank. 

Clerk 

Re: the information about trustees of BYG Village Hall, Cllr Wallis to examine Charity Commission 
website; Cllr Stevens to speak with Christopher Hall and Clerk to look through paper records 

SW/MS/Clerk 

 


